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with Mac  
          McClelland

If you’ve been reading our BP oil spill coverage online, you know Mother Jones’ staff human rights reporter Mac 
McClelland. Mac is a familiar face at Mother Jones. She made sure the magazine was free of comma splices as 
copyeditor while going home to write and—true to the MoJo ethos—diligently fact-check her book For Us 
Surrender Is Out of the Question: A Story From Burma’s Never-Ending War. Based on the great reporting in her 
book, we asked her to leave her red pen behind to become our human rights reporter. Mac was on assignment 
in New Orleans, so she was one of the fi rst to report when oil made landfall. We asked her to tell us more about 
what it has been like covering the environmental, economic, and human catastrophe. 

You are intimately familiar with 
New Orleans. You were attend-
ing grad school at the University 
of New Orleans and had to be 
evacuated when Katrina hit. 
How is the BP spill a different 
kind of disaster than Katrina? 
How is it the same?
The post-disaster uncertainty is 
the same: people not knowing 
if they have a job anymore, if 
they’ll have to move, how long 
until things are normal again, if 
things will ever be normal. But 
there’s a big difference in people’s 
reserves of resilience. Louisiana 
had its problems before Katrina, 
obviously, but when that hurri-
cane hit, it was the biggest disaster 

in people’s lifetimes. Then there 
was Rita, and Ike, and Gustav, 
and this spill is yet another mas-
sive disruption in the lives of a lot 
of people who never get a chance 
to get back to 100 percent. As one 
woman put it when I attended a 
therapy session for unemployed 
fi shermen’s wives, “Everyone’s 
saying this knocked us on our 
knees? We were already on our 
knees.”

When you were trying to gain 
access to the oil-soaked beaches, 
you mentioned that BP reps 
didn’t assume you were a re-
porter because of your age and 
gender. Have you found that 

more helpful or a hindrance in 
your reporting?
It can defi nitely be both, 
[but] people have made pretty 
outrageous statements to me or 
in front of me that I seriously 
doubt they’d have said to most 
press. So, though enduring the 
sexism is irritating, sometimes 
I can get juicy information 
when people don’t take me 
seriously. And I guess when 
they see it in print, they 
realize that was their bad. 

You have a unique report-
ing and writing style that is 
very accessible to readers and 
driven by individual subjects. 

http://motherjones.com/category/primary-tags/bp
http://mac-mcclelland.com/
http://motherjones.com/rights-stuff/2010/05/take-me-back-new-orleans
http://motherjones.com/rights-stuff/2010/05/new-orleans-notebook-disaster-tourism
http://motherjones.com/rights-stuff/2010/06/louisiana-fishermen-suicide-depression-abuse
http://motherjones.com/rights-stuff/2010/06/louisiana-fishermen-suicide-depression-abuse
http://motherjones.com/environment/2010/05/oil-spill-bp-grand-isle-beach
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Were there unexpected hu-
man rights connections to the 
oil-spill story you discovered 
while on assignment?
I certainly hadn’t anticipated BP 
and local law enforcement  
colluding to blatantly violate  
citizens’ basic civil liberties. I 
don’t think anyone expected a 
corporation to hire a bunch of 
cops to do their bidding, kicking 
press off contaminated public 
property, pulling over and de-
taining and questioning activists 
and journalists on BP’s behalf. 
That was shocking. But there 
were plenty of other human 
rights concerns at play: people’s 
livelihoods being destroyed, 
their not being properly com-
pensated, whole communities 

too strapped to buy food and 
toiletries for their families. The 
insufficient relief BP was provid-
ing in this emergency reminded 
me a little of FEMA’s ineptitude 
after Hurricane Katrina. Only 
this was more disheartening, 
because where FEMA’s problem 
with paying claims was largely 
the result of incompetence, BP 
always seemed to be screwing 
people on purpose. 

Clara Jeffery and Monika 
Bauerlein, the co-editors, sug-
gested you join Twitter once 
you became the human rights 
reporter. Has it changed your 
interactions with your sub-
jects and readers? 
It’s facilitated a ton of interac-
tion. Readers tell me what they 
think about my stories. They tip 
me off to other stories I should 
be looking into. They offer me 
places to stay, even. Some of 
the reporting I did from Grand 
Isle, which is basically ground 
zero for Louisiana’s oil landfall, 
wouldn’t have been possible 
had a couple living there not 
contacted me and opened up 
their home. BP and the clean-
up subcontractors rented out 
every available house and 
hotel room on the island, so I 
would’ve had no place to stay 
without the kindness of a cou-
ple of Twitter followers.

You were in New Orleans re-
porting on a different story 

when oil made landfall; what 
story were you working on? Is 
it still a live investigation? 
I was doing a story about the 
New Orleans public defenders, 
and it was a good-news story, 
incredibly. 

What else can we expect on The 
Rights Stuff in the future?
From the Gulf, I’m going 
straight to Haiti. I’ve been 
cramming on my Haitian his-
tory and studying analysis of 
US policy there. I just saw a 
headline about Haiti the other 
day, and it was something 
like “Still Some Problems in 
Haiti.” Really? Eight months 
after an earthquake destroyed 
an already infrastructure-poor 
country of crippling poverty, 
“Still Some Problems” qualifies 
as a headline? If this is what’s 
passing for news about Haiti, 
we’re in trouble. 

“I certainly hadn’t 
anticipated BP and 
local law enforce-
ment colluding to 
blatantly violate 

citizens’ basic civil 
liberties.”

Saturday, May 22, 2010: 
After attmpting to gain 
access for two days, 
Mac finally surveys 
the damage on Elmer’s 
Island. Photo by John 
Hazlett

How does it facilitate human 
rights-focused reporting?
If readers feel emotionally en-
gaged with my subjects—which is 
ultimately what a writer is striving 
for, right?—that’s probably  
because I was emotionally en-
gaged with my subjects, too.

human rights beat
Read more by Mac on her blog The Rights Stuff.  
You can get up-to-the-minute updates about her work 
in the Gulf and upcoming reporting on Haiti by  
following her on Twitter: @MacMcClelland
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http://motherjones.com/rights-stuff/2010/06/BP-private-police-force-louisiana
http://motherjones.com/rights-stuff/2010/06/shut-down-due-bp
http://motherjones.com/rights-stuff/2010/07/BP-compensation-oil-spill-victims
http://motherjones.com/rights-stuff/2010/07/BP-compensation-oil-spill-victims
http://motherjones.com/rights-stuff/2010/07/louisiana-fishermens-wives-oil-spill
http://motherjones.com/rights-stuff/2010/07/katrina-recovery-new-orleans-BP
http://motherjones.com/rights-stuff/2010/08/louisiana-charities-BP-oil-spill
http://motherjones.com/rights-stuff/2010/08/louisiana-charities-BP-oil-spill
https://twitter.com/MacMcClelland
http://motherjones.com/rights-stuff
https://twitter.com/MacMcClelland


3 t h e  m o t h e r  j o n e s  i n s i d e r  ›  s u m m e r / f a l l  2 0 1 0 

After 19 years at the helm of Mother 
Jones, Jay Harris has moved on to new 
adventures. But we couldn’t let him 
leave without a rousing thank you—
and a little good-natured fun. 

Mother Jones staff, alumni, donors, 
and friends gathered for an evening 
of reminiscing about the highlights 
of Jay’s time as publisher. Will Durst, 
nationally renowned comic and San 
Franciscan, was the evening’s emcee, 
and Jay was roasted by friends and 
colleagues including longtime pal Jack 
Theimer, former MotherJones.com edi-
tor Brooke Shelby Biggs, and CREDO 

clockwise from top left 
Senior editor Dave Gilson, 
reporter Josh Harkinson, and DC 
news editor Dan Schulman;
Emcee Will Durst;
Jay’s wife Marcia approves of 
a good-natured jab at Jay’s 
expense;
One of the night’s many 
reunions;
MoJo supporters Jack Theimer 
and friend with Robert Klausner

Roasting and Toasting Jay Harris

p h o t o g r a p h s  b y  e d  h o m i c h

Mobile CEO Michael Kieschnick. And 
while they couldn’t be there in person, 
both Rachel Maddow and Jim Hight-
ower roasted Jay via video, which you 
can watch online here. Everyone had 
a pretty tough time roasting such a 
nice stand-up guy, though Rachel did 
give him a hard time for letting her 
bully him into joining the “black nerd-
glasses” crowd.

Thanks to Jay’s smart hiring, we 
didn’t have to go far to look for some-
one to fill his shoes. Check out the 
next page to learn more about Steve 
Katz and Madeleine Buckingham, our 

Jay hams it up with HR director Emma Logan and IT director Ed Homich.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SSwlqFY1QcU
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Like we said, Jay is pretty good at hiring great people. So 
great, in fact, that we didn’t have to look far to find his 
replacement. 

Madeleine Buckingham has been our COO/CFO 
since 2003, but she can now add CEO to her title. Mad-
eleine is one of those people who is great with numbers, 
loves a challenge, and most importantly, wants to make a 
difference in the world. 

The CFO position happened to become available 
when Madeleine was eight months pregnant. Mother 
Jones was thrilled when such a qualified candidate took 
the job (this is Mother Jones; we don’t just abide by 
FMLA, we relish it). 

When she isn’t setting the bar for managing nonprofit 
publishing organizations, Madeleine is an avid runner 
and—in her words—a “rabid music lover.” Music is a 
family affair: Madeleine’s husband and their three kids, 
ranging in age from 8 to 21, are known to book family 
vacations around hard-to-get-to music festivals—the far-
ther away, the better. Madeleine’s family members also 
vacation outside the US once a year to make sure they 
are exposed to different cultures and ways of living.

You may have already met our new publisher, Steve 
Katz. He was vice president of strategy and development 
before taking on the role of publisher. Before joining 
Mother Jones in 2003, Steve worked for some 30 years 
in environmental advocacy, the arts, social justice, and 
neighborhood-based housing development, with orga-
nizations that include Earthjustice, Communities for a 
Better Environment,  Brooklyn’s Flatbush Development 
Corporation, and  the South Bronx’s People’s Develop-
ment Corporation. Steve also worked in the nonprofit 
arts world, including three years as managing director for 
the San Francisco-based touring ensemble A Traveling 
Jewish Theatre. Steve was also one of the co-founders 
and first project director of the Media Consortium, a 
partnership of some 47 progressive journalism outfits 
that started up in 2005.

Oh, and did we mention Steve has a Ph.D. in sociol-
ogy from the University of California-Santa Cruz? You’d 
be surprised how handy something like that is in deter-
mining the strategic direction of a smart and sassy news 
organization. 

When he’s not doing his MoJo thing, you’ll find Steve 
trying to nudge tomatoes from a recalcitrant garden, 
hiking the hills of Marin County with his dog, Mingus 
(named after the late great Charles Mingus by Steve’s 
son, Noah), swing dancing with his wife Rachelle, or 

watching the Giants beat the Dodgers. You can also fol-
low him on Twitter @steve_katz. 

We were thrilled when Jay chose to hand the reins 
over to Steve and Madeleine. Not only are they great at 
what they do, but they understand the mission of Mother 
Jones and have both been a part of the organization for 
nearly a decade. They are supremely creative and able to 
not just stay on top of a trend, but to introduce new ways 
of thinking that can help us do our job better. We are 
excited to see where they will lead Mother Jones.

“After working at for-profit high-tech 
corporations, internet start-ups, and large 
corporate media companies for 15 years, 
in 2001 I had an epiphany that there was 

more to life than just making money.  
I then actively sought out an organization 

where I could apply everything I had 
learned in the for-profit world towards 

something more meaningful; something, 
some project that would make a 

difference. It’s now been nine years, and 
I’ve never looked back.”   

—Madeleine Buckingham

Steve and Madeleine Take the Helm

“I think it’s important to step outside 
the daily pressure to produce, and 
remember not only why we started 
doing this work in the first place (to 
change the world!), but what we’ve 

actually accomplished along the way...
Mother Jones has shown that it’s possible 

to organize a hybrid business model 
strong enough to support a top quality 

team of editors, full-time bloggers, 
and staff reporters, and an amazing 
network of freelance journalists and 

photojournalists.”   —Steve Katz

Madleine (center) with her parents and children.

Steve with his wife Rachelle and son, Noah.
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https://twitter.com/Steve_katz
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If you’ve been reading The Insider for the 
past few years, you might remember that 
cutie below with great taste in reading 
material. That’s Dexter, the son of Dave 
Glassco, a longtime Mother Jones donor 
and our newest board member.

Dave is a self-described “father, geek, 
and musician who lives in Austin, Texas.” 
He’s also just a little 
humble, so we thought 
we’d tell you a bit more 
about him.

Dave is a Texas native, 
and true to the Austin 
ethos, he’s creative, 
passionate, and active 
in his community. 

Dave graduated 
from the University of 
Texas with a degree in 

government. His interest in politics is still 
strong, and music has continued to be 
a big part of his life. He’s performed as a 
keyboardist, bassist, and guitarist, even 
attending Berklee College of Music after 
UT. He returned to Austin to open his own 
studio, Satellite Studio, and enter the tech 
consulting and web development field.  

Dave is also on the board of Miro, 
an open-source video project 
that he says is “reflective of my 
geekier side.” 

He is also very active in Texas 
and national politics, working 
with Texans Together and Stand 
Up Texas. But in the middle of it 
all, Dave has also been a longtime 
supporter of Mother Jones.

Thanks, Dave, and welcome 
to the board!

meet nicola,  
summer intern 
extraordinaire

raising hell: 
Our Newest Board Member, Dave Glassco

In addition to the Ben 
Bagdikian Fellowship 
Program, which trains 
postgraduate journalists, 
Mother Jones partners with 
other organizations to 
provide students and adults 
returning to the workforce 
with the opportunity to 
learn about all aspects 

of nonprofit publishing. This summer, we partnered with Enterprise for 
High School Students and welcomed Nicola Householder aboard as our 
development intern. Here is an excerpt of her reflections on her time at MoJo:

“If you had asked me before this summer how a nonprofit worked, I would’ve 
guessed it was some form of volunteer work: If it’s not for profit, how can they afford 
to pay people? I learned it is quite the contrary. What a nonprofit really means is 
that the organization is mostly funded by gifts from individual donors and grants 
from foundations. I also received indispensable knowledge of the inner workings of a 
magazine. I even got to connect with a few intern alumni who are now professional 
journalists—I exchanged emails with one former Mother Jones-ian who gets paid 
to blog for the New York Times about living in London. So. Jealous.

When I tell my friends I worked at a magazine, they immediately ask whether 
I’ve written any scandal-revealing articles. Though all that definitely happens 
here, most of the day-to-day of working at MoJo isn’t quite as glamorous, but it is 
fascinating. I found myself delving deep into Mother Jones’ back issues, following 
Mother Jones on Twitter, and checking the latest blog post about the BP spill even 
when I wasn’t at work. What can I say, [this] (wo)man is a political animal. When 
I go back to school this fall, my friends won’t know what hit ’em: I’ll be burning 
through research for papers and articles like it’s nobody’s business!

I’m bummed to be leaving MoJo, though I’m glad I’ve made important connections 
so early in my career. Mother Jones, keep on raking muck and raising hell!”

Nicola was an invaluable help, and we wish her luck in her future endeavors—
she is already off to a great start as the editor-in-chief of the Lowell High School 
paper here in San Francisco. Congratulations, Nicola!

 “I’ve always been 
impressed with MoJo’s 

ability to do good 
progressive news and 

move into the mainstream 
–they don’t just preach 

to the choir, they change 
things. Mother Jones  

is the news organization 
most news organizations 

want to be.”  
—Dave Glassco

Dave and Dexter in Austin
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Those of us who work towards global 
justice and a more humane world, still 
miss the vibrant, daring, and deeply 
conscious, Dame Anita Roddick. 
Which is why we are working to keep 
her spirit alive. 

Thanks to a generous gift from the 
Roddick Foundation, this month  
Mother Jones will be celebrating the 
launch of “The Anita Fund: A Global 
Justice Journalism Project.” The fund 
will allow us to broaden our existing 
human rights reporting, including hir-
ing our dedicated human rights staff 
reporter, Mac McClelland. 

Please join us in celebrating 
Anita’s life and the work she con-
tinues to inspire on October 21st at 

the Julia Morgan Ballroom in San 
Francisco. Honored guests include: 
author and founder of Mother Jones, 
Adam Hochschild; Mother Jones co-
editors Monika Bauerlein and Clara 
Jeffery; and Anita’s family members, 
including her husband Gordon 
Roddick.

There are a limited number of tick-
ets still available. If you would like to 
join us, contact Laurin Asdal at (415) 
321-1702, or secure tickets online 
at motherjones.com/anitafundevent.

If you cannot celebrate with 
us, but would like to support our 
human rights reporting in Anita’s 
honor, donate online here.

Or mail your gift by check to:

bearing witness 
A Benefit Celebrating the Life  
and Legacy of Dame Anita Roddick and 
Mother Jones’ Human Rights Reporting

This spring, Mother Jones was 
awarded the National Magazine 
Award for General Excellence. 
It’s the third time we’ve won 
the prestigious award with 
a somewhat silly statue. The 

NMAs are like the Oscars of the 
magazine world, but nicknamed 
the Ellie’s. We like to think that 
we’re awarded them to ensure 
we keep that elusive “elephant 
in the room” (environmental 
disaster, corporate malfeasance, 
political pandering) in the 
headlines.

But that’s not all. We have also 
recently been awarded:
n Western Publishing 
Association awards:

Best Web or Digital Edition 
Magazine Blog, Best Single 
Editorial Enhanced Photo or 
Illustration/Consumer 
n National Press 
Photographers’ Association Best 
of Photojournalism awards:
Best Magazine News Story (1st 
and honorable mention), Best 
Magazine Story Opener (1st), 
Magazine Picture Editor of the 
Year (3rd)

n “Meet the Parents” received 
the Payne Award for Ethics in 
Journalism
n “Climate Countdown” 
received a Sigma Delta Chi 
Award from the Society of 
Professional Journalists in the 
public service category.
n We were also recognized 
by the Society of Publication 
Designers, American Illustration 
28, and the Society of 
Illustrators 52nd Annual.

The Foundation for National Progress
c/o Laurin Asdal, Director of Development
222 Sutter Street, 6th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94108
Please indicate “Anita Fund” on the note line.

they like us! (again and again)
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