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Jones is simple: Dig for the truth. 
A lot of times that means finding 
out who is profiting at the expense 
of others and who is working really 
hard to make sure the rest of us are 
kept in the dark. 

Shedding light on profiteers is 
what we set out to do in our special 
package on the financial crisis in 
the January/February 2010 issue—in 
a very literal way. A year after the 
biggest worldwide economic crisis 
since the Great Depression, the very 
same banks our tax dollars bailed 
out were handing out their largest 
bonuses ever. 

The cover package garnered wide-
spread attention in both the media 
and banking circles. But even we 
were taken aback when our editors 
received an email from Bill Moy-
ers asking DC bureau chief David 
Corn and blogger Kevin Drum to 

discuss the investigation on Bill 
Moyers Journal. There are still a few 
journalists whom even seasoned 
muckraking vets admire—Bill Moy-
ers is one of them.

After taping, Moyers emailed to 
say, “They were a terrific team and 
the arc of their analysis was so on 
target I decided to do the whole 
show with them. I hope you get a 
bounce from it.” Well, we did.

A week after the show aired, it was 
the most watched and most emailed 
on the PBS website. Moyers’ post 
about the conversation was among 
the most popular to date on The Moy-
ers Blog. Add that to the folks who 
flocked to MotherJones.com and 
signed up as subscribers, and well, 
that is what we call reach. 

We’ll keep working to make sure 
the momentum brings some ac-
countability to Washington and 
Wall Street.

Click here to watch David and 
Kevin on Bill Moyers Journal.

“Too Big to Jail” Makes a Big Impact
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Bill Moyers was just one of the many readers, pundits and journalists impressed by Mother Jones’ investigation of financial power in Washington.

http://www.pbs.org/moyers/journal/01082010/watch.html
http://www.pbs.org/moyers/journal/01082010/watch.html
http://motherjones.com/special-reports/2010/01/accountability-deficit
http://motherjones.com/special-reports/2010/01/accountability-deficit
http://motherjones.com/
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Watched Bill Moyers last night 
with guests David Corn and 
Kevin Drum. Right On! I’ll give 
you a shot. I want to subscribe 
for 1 year plus donation by 
personal check. Where do I mail 
my request to? 

James  
Chaumont, NY

…after seeing a pair of your 
reporters featured on the Bill 
Moyers show today (Jan 10/10), I 
have signed both myself and my 
father up for subscriptions to 
your magazine. 

Diane 
Toronto, ON

I just subscribed to your 
magazine. I am interested in 
obtaining a copy of the latest 
issue featuring Wall Street 
issues which was featured on 
Bill Moyers Journal on KQED. 

Will that be included in my 
subscription, and if not—how 
can I obtain a copy? 

Elaine  
Richmond, CA

Hi—I just ordered a new 
subscription and…I’m afraid I 
might miss the current yellow 
issue about the banks—I want 
my friends to see that issue!!! 

Darlene
Port Isabel, TX

During Bill Moyers Journal this 
evening I was finally compelled 
to subscribe! I support truth, 
honesty and integrity and am 
looking forward to my first issue 
of Mother Jones! We desperately 
need serious journalism and 
I am confident that MJ will 
provide it.

Craig 
Robinson, IL

we want mojo
Mother Jones
Smart, fearleSS journaliSm 
MotherJones.com

january + february 2010 | $5.95

the slog of war: inside the afghan quagmire
plus: Conservative kids just say “whatev” to gay marriage, the mustang redemption, and Obama’s worst hires

too big  to jail
It’s a year later 
and...
Bonuses  
are bigger  
than ever 
Goldman Sachs ceo:  
“Doing God’s work!”
Subprime villains get taxpayer 
cash to...fix mortgages?
Congress’ Wall Street toadies  
rake it in
Madoff’s cronies live large
plus: Joseph E. Stiglitz on 
fixing the moral deficit

In	our	2009	January/February	issue	we	ran	a	story	
about	Aubretia	Edick,	a	Wal-Mart	employee	who	
lives	on	just	$195	a	week	after	taxes.	Aubretia’s	story	
moved	two	of	our	readers	so	deeply,	they	decided	to	
help	her	directly.
Born	and	raised	in	New	Orleans,	Marlene	Feltus-

Jackson	and	her	husband,	Lewis	Jackson,	lost	
their	home	and	three	cats	during	Katrina.	Now,	
Marlene	says,	all	her	paychecks	go	toward	insurance	
payments,	while	Lewis’	cover	living	expenses.	
But	the	couple	“made	some	alterations	within	our	
budget”	and	sent	Edick	a	$500	check	(via	Mother 
Jones)	and	a	letter	introducing	themselves:	
“Marlene:	Grandmother,	58	years	old,	part-time	

college	math	instructor,	anti-war,	Baptist	(was	
Catholic),	BIG	Motown	fan”;	“Lewis:	Grandfather,	62	
years	old,	high	school	band	director,	Vietnam	vet,	
anti-war,	Lutheran,	super	Saints	fan.”	

Hi Marlene and Lewis,
Thank you for being kind and generous people.
 
Best to you, 
 Lorelei Kitrick

MoJo Readers Respond

“Please send this letter and check to Aubretia Edick for me....
Thank you for helping me to get this money to her quickly. 
Also, thanks for a vital and informational magazine that 
consistently promotes improvement in the quality of life for 
people, animals and the environment across the world.
 

Sincerely,
Marlene”

Marlene and Lewis

Aubretia Edick

In	it	was	a	$500	check.	

Their	gesture	moved	another	reader	to	mail	us	a	letter	to	send	to	the	Feltus-Jacksons.	It	read:

The	day	after	David	and	Kevin’s	
appearance,	we	received	
three	times	as	many	special	
subscription	requests	as	we	
normally	get	over	the	weekend.	
All	of	the	callers	wanted	to	make	
sure	their	new	subscriptions	
included	the	January/February	
issue.	Our	membership	
coordinator,	Alison,	assured	
them	it	would	be	their	first.	
Here	are	a	few	new	subscribers’	
comments:	

http://motherjones.com/special-reports/2010/01/accountability-deficit
http://motherjones.com/politics/2009/01/america-195-week
http://motherjones.com/politics/2009/01/america-195-week
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When food writer (How to Cook Everything, Food Matters) and New York 
Times columnist Mark Bittman read our March/April 2009 “Let’s Grow 
America!” special report on food security, he was so jazzed by it that he got 
in touch to offer his services to raise money for Mother Jones. How could we 
say no?

That’s how a group of toque-hatted Mother Jones friends ended up at 
New York’s Institute for Culinary Education last fall, slicing, dicing, and 
eating dinner based on a low-impact, but immensely tasty, menu that 
Mark prepared especially for the evening. 

From the first bite of chickpea fries to the last spoonful of chocolate soy 
pudding with vanilla cream on top, our taste buds were in food heaven.

 Mark also took a few minutes to talk about his most recent book, Food 
Matters, which makes the connection between a healthy diet (less meat, 
more plants) and a healthy planet (less carbon, more icepack).

You can view all of the photos from the evening on Flickr—proving any-
one can look goofy in a paper hat. And if you’d like to try your hand at the 
menu he prepared for Mother Jones, download it by clicking here.

Chocolate Tofu Pudding
Makes: 4 to 6 servings • Time: 45 
minutes, including time to chill

3/4 cup sugar  
1 pound silken tofu  
8 ounces bittersweet or semisweet 
chocolate, melted  
1 teaspoon vanilla extract  
1 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon  
1/2 teaspoon chili powder, or to taste 
Chocolate shavings (optional)

1. Combine the sugar and 3/4 cup of 
water in a small pot; bring to a boil and 
cook until the sugar is dissolved, stirring 
occasionally. Set aside and cool slightly.
2. Put all the ingredients in a blender 
and purée until completely smooth. 
Divide into ramekins or fancy dishes if 
you like and chill for at least 30 
minutes. If you like, garnish with the 
chocolate shavings before serving.

Vanilla Whipped Cream
Makes: 4 servings • Time: 10 minutes

1 cup cream 
2 tablespoons powdered sugar 
(optional)  
2 tablespoons Navan vanilla liqueur  
1 vanilla bean, scraped

1. Use a whisk or an electric mixer to 
beat the cream to desired texture.
2. Once the whipped cream is almost 
done, beat in the powdered sugar, then 
fold in the liqueur and vanilla bean 
seeds. Serve immediately or refrigerate 
for up to 30 minutes or so.

For	more	recipes,	click	here.

Mark 
Bittman 
Teaches 
Mother 
Jones to 
Cook

clockwise from above 
Mark Bittman oversees 
a busy kitchen. Chris 
Garlock, Sara Lutz, Chris 
Lutz, and MoJo Board 
Chair Phil Straus Andrew 
Kassoy samples his tasty 
chocolate pudding. There 
is no such thing as too 
many cooks in th kitchen.  
Happy cooks!  

p h o t o g r a p h y s  b y  s a r a h  k e h o e

http://motherjones.com/toc/2009/03
http://motherjones.com/toc/2009/03
http://www.flickr.com/photos/motherjones/sets/72157622660187241/
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The Mother Jones community is truly 
amazing. Our readers, donors, report-
ers, bloggers, editors, interns and board 
members not only understand the 
importance of real, probing investiga-
tive journalism, we all push each other 
to do better. Sadly, in 2007 we lost one 
member of this vibrant community—
Anita Roddick. 

Anita Roddick was a member of 
the Mother Jones Board of Directors, 
founder of The Body Shop, and 
author of Take It Personally. She was 
also a fiercely passionate activist who 
believed that brave journalism has a 
hugely important role to play in help-
ing the rest of us understand and stand 
with people who are deprived of their 
basic human rights. 

After her untimely death, the staff 
and board of Mother Jones felt the need 
to do something really special to honor 
her memory. Anita’s husband, Gordon 
Roddick, who with his daughters took 
on Anita’s legacy of deep engagement 
in social change, has made a generous 
tribute grant for a new reporting project 
that we are calling The Anita Fund: A 
Global Justice Journalism Project. 

The March/April 2010 issue of 
Mother Jones launched the project 
and the scope of stories—covering the 
Congo to Burma to the United States 
—its a beginning we think Anita would 
be proud of.

 The project welcomes Mac Mc-
Clelland as our first full-time human 
rights reporter. A young, smart, funny, 
and passionate journalist, Mac offers a 

unique voice and smart analysis on the 
complexities of human rights abuses at 
home and abroad. She will report from 
the most important points of conflict, 
posting regular dispatches to her blog 
and connecting the dots in larger in-
vestigative pieces for the magazine and 
MotherJones.com.  

The project boasts an increased use 
of new technologies and media plat-
forms to expand the reach and impact 
of our reporting, incorporates video 
 
 

and other multimedia content to tell 
the story, and will engage—with an eye 
toward reaching a younger, tech-savvy 
audience—our community of readers 
and supporters.   

 

“We see the Wall Street traders;  
we don’t see the sweatshop workers or 

the farmers driven from their land.  
We see the joy but not the misery.  

This is an important omission, because 
it is [our] personal experience  

that really counts. Not just for the 
poor, but for all of us.” 	—Anita	Roddick

The Anita Fund: A Global Justice Journalism Project
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Why one of the world’s richest countries is also one of its poorest

by a da m hochsch i ld  
pho t ogr a phs by m a rcus bleasda le

Bloodand
Treasure

save the date!  
Join Mother Jones at The City Club in San Francisco on Thursday, 
October 21, 2010, to celbrate the official launch of The Anita Fund.  
For more information about the event, please email Laurin Asdal, 
director of development, at lasdal@motherjones.com.

Above:  Gold mining in the Congo. Right: 
Mac McClelland in Burma

http://motherjones.com/toc/2010/03
http://motherjones.com/authors/mac-mcclelland
http://motherjones.com/authors/mac-mcclelland
http://motherjones.com/politics/2010/02/congo-gold-adam-hochschild
http://motherjones.com/politics/2010/02/congo-gold-adam-hochschild
http://motherjones.com/politics/2010/02/mac-mcclelland-burma-genocide-karen
http://motherjones.com/about/events
mailto: lasdal@motherjones.com
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“I cannot express how strongly I believe in the 
mission and the work of Mother Jones; I have been 
reading the magazine religiously since being 

introduced to it by a teacher I had in 7th grade.
  In all those years, the magazine has given me a deeper 

understanding of complex, underreported issues of 
social justice, politics, foreign relations, human rights, 
environmental issues, and virtually every other important 
issue of the day. I can say with absolute certainty that there 
is no other single publication in the world that could have 
provided me with the same wealth of knowledge found 
in every issue of Mother Jones, and now in your incredible 
online reporting.  

My continued financial support of Mother Jones is especially 
important to me, as you’re doing the important work and 
raising the issues that I care about to a broad audience.  
Because the work of Mother Jones and FNP is so informative to 
so many others, I feel  entirely comfortable including 
FNP as one of my indispensable, non-negotiable non-
profit contributions every year.” 

One reporter and a little math. 
That’s all it took to force one of 
the largest lobbying groups in 
the country to do some of the  
sloppiest backpedaling 
we’ve seen.  

Last fall, the San Francisco 
Chamber of Commerce ended 
its relationship with the larger 
US Chamber due to its policies 
on climate change. That got 
Josh Harkinson thinking 
about just how much power 
the US Chamber had. After a 
bit of digging, he showed that 

the Chamber of Commerce 
was inflating its membership 
tenfold in order to throw its 
weight around Washington. 

His story was immediately 
picked up by other media out-
lets, resulting in the chamber 
“clarifying” just who and how 
many American businesses it rep-
resented the following day. We 
asked Josh to tell us about get-
ting the story, and just what this 
type of number-fudging means: 

“The public and 
policymakers  

are starting to view 
the chamber  

as...just another 
special interest 

group that 
represents  

a few pretty dirty 
industries.”
—Josh	Harkinson

Josh Harkinson Takes On the Chamber 

Click here to watch.

raising hell: 
MoJo Donor, 
Charles Zimmer
We say it a lot, but the support of 
donors is what makes Mother Jones 
possible. That’s why we are adding a 
new feature to “The Insider.” In each 
issue, we will profile a few of the 
donors who join you in your support 
of smart, fearless journalism.

First up is one of our newest 
Hellraisers, Charles Zimmer, from 
Atlanta, Georgia: Charles has been 
reading Mother Jones ever since he 
was introduced to us by a forward 
thinking seventh-grade teacher. 

Thank you Charles, for your 
continued support!

Charles at 
the 2009 
inauguration.

tell us 
about you!		
If	you’d	like	to	share	
your	story	about	how	
you	were	introduced	
to	Mother Jones	and	
why	you	choose	to	
support	smart,	fearless	
journalism,	email	
Stephanie	Volkoff	
Green,	development	
associate,	at	sgreen@
motherjones.com.

http://motherjones.com/mojo/2009/10/san-francisco-chamber-commerce-ends-partnership-us-chamber
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2010/03/chambers-civil-war-washington
http://motherjones.com/environment/2009/10/chamber-commerce-smaller-it-appears
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2009/10/us-chamber-caves-membership-numbers
http://vimeo.com/8914861
http://vimeo.com/8914861
http://motherjones.com/authors/josh-harkinson
mailto: sgreen@motherjones.com
mailto: sgreen@motherjones.com


the mary harris jones legacy society 
Remembering Elsie

keep in touch!

Ready to renew your support?
Do it online: motherjones.com/donate

Want to make a monthly gift?
Become a sustainer: 
motherjones.com/give_monthly

Get Weekly Updates! 
Sign up for the DC Decoder, 
Econundrums, or the Drum Beat at 
motherjones.com/newsletter   

Want to honor a hellraiser?
Make a tribute gift:  
motherjones.com/tribute

Help us spread the word.
Give a gift subscription: 
motherjones.com/gift

Follow us on Twitter.
@Motherjones.com

Become our fan on Facebook.
http://www.facebook.com/
motherjones

Drop us a line the  
old-fashioned way: 
Mother Jones magazine 
222 Sutter Street, 6th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94108 
Phone: 415.321.1700 
Fax: 415.321.1701

The Insider is written by Stephanie Volkoff 
Green, development associate, and 
designed by Carolyn Perot, art director.
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“Elsie Ann Chivington grew up well 
educated. Her older brother became a 
lawyer, which she would have liked as 
a career for herself, except her father 
discouraged her, explaining that “women 
didn’t do that.” She went to Shortridge 
High School in Indianapolis, then attended 
Smith College for a year, and finished her 
undergraduate degree at Indiana University. 
She majored in bacteriology, which was 
pretty unusual for a woman, and graduated 
early due to World War II. .

The women’s movement was pivotal 
in Elsie’s political growth. So many of 

the issues coincided with her personal 
experiences: job opportunities, career 
choices, divorce, child support, raising kids, 
single parenting. A lifelong Democrat, she 
volunteered in election campaigns, worked 
at the polls, and always encouraged her 
children and others to know what was 
going on in the world. Living in conservative 
suburban Indianapolis in the ’60s and ’70s, 
that was pretty brave.  

The ability and desire to speak her mind 
never changed. She always kept up with 
current events, especially the issues that 
mattered most to her—social justice, human 
rights, animal welfare, environmental 
conservation, education; and she never 

hesitated to engage others 
in discussion, whether it be 
her friends, grandchildren, 
mailman, waitress or nurse. Her 
kids, raised in this environment, 
have all turned out to be just 
like her in this respect.

With her income, she was 
able to live modestly, make 
sure all her kids and her 
granddaughters could attend 
college, care for a number of 
stray pets, and still be able to 
support the causes and groups 
she cared about. Her estate 
made generous bequests to 
several organizations, and I recall the tax 
attorney telling me with dismay that one 
of them was not actually a non-profit, and 
so would not be a deductible expense. I 
had to explain, “Yes, I’m sure she was aware 
of that, but she thought they could use 
the money anyway.” As my mother would 
have said, “That’s what it’s all about.” 
She really believed you could make a 
difference if you just did the right thing.

My mother persevered through some 
difficult personal times, but she was 
always optimistic about her own life. 
She considered herself lucky. As a single 

parent, she supported herself 
with different jobs and business 
endeavors, but was most 
successful at investing in the stock 
market. It enabled her to maintain 
her avocation as a news junkie; 
she read magazines, books, and 

newspapers avidly, all her life.
I know Mother Jones was one of her 

favorites—she never threw out old issues, 
and shared them with her friends and 
anyone else. She didn’t care much for the 
national media. They were too interested in 
money and not making anyone mad. Mother 
Jones covered issues she couldn’t read about 
elsewhere. She appreciated good reporting 
and investigative journalism, as well as 
good writing. I think she wanted to help out 
smaller concerns—everyone likes public 
radio and public TV—she wanted to help 
folks who needed her more. “

Elsie having tea with 
her granddaughter, 
Emma Ryan. Emma is 
currently attending 
graduate school to 
become a veterinarian, 
thanks to her 
grandmother. 

Elsie	Ann	Chivington	was	a	Mother Jones	supporter	for	almost	20	
years.	Sadly,	she	passed	away	in	2009.	We	asked	her	daughter,		
Elizabeth	Dunn,	to	share	memories	of	her	mother	with	us:

Mother Jones covered  
issues she couldn’t read 

about elsewhere. 

Raise Hell in Your Next Life Members of the Mary Harris Jones Legacy 
Society continue a lifetime of Hellraising by including Mother Jones in their will or estate 
plan. If you would like to learn more about this type of support, please email Steve Katz, 
publisher, at skatz@motherjones.com.

mailto: skatz@motherjones.com
https://online.icnfull.com/fnp/?action=SUBSCRIPTION&list_source=7901DON
https://online.icnfull.com/fnp/?action=SUBSCRIPTION&list_source=7901SUS
http://motherjones.com/about/interact-engage/free-email-newsletter
https://online.icnfull.com/fnp/?action=SUBSCRIPTION&list_source=7901TRI
https://online.icnfull.com/fnp/?action=SUBSCRIPTION&sub_type=GIFT&list_source=YND09P&payment_type=SPO1
http://twitter.com/MotherJones
http://www.facebook.com/motherjones

