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Both of us have been at Mother Jones in one capacity or 
another for many years now (Madeleine since 2002, Steve 
since 2003), and we want you to know: What’s going on 
here today is unlike anything we’ve personally 
experienced before. Our reporters are hitting the zeitgeist 
right on point: over the past three months or so, our 
reporting has resonated with people in a new way.

Mother Jones is not only keeping up with the 24/7 
news cycle, our reporters are shaping it. Whether we’re 
explaining fast-breaking events in the Middle East, live-
tweeting from the floor of the Wisconsin State Capitol, 
or delivering in-depth reporting on America’s growing 
income inequality, Mother Jones is at the forefront 
of the future of journalism. Just as importantly, our 
exposés on right-wing attacks on women, the threat 
of hidden corporate money on our democracy, and 
wrongdoing by public officials give people the facts they 
need to take action. And our readers—new and old—are 
letting us know they want more of what we’re doing.

One result: The number of unique visitors to 
MotherJones.com shot up by 420 percent to more than 
3 million compared to February 2010. Monthly page 
views on MotherJones.com jumped  to more than 
6.6 million — a 275 percent increase — compared to 

a year ago. Audience growth translated into digital 
ad revenue growth, as well: Compared to a year ago, 
digital advertising revenue for the months of January 
and February 2011 showed a 200 percent increase.

This kind of growth and impact (see Breaking: 
MoJo’s Got the Story for more) would not have been 
possible if we didn’t have the resources to support 
one of the best teams of reporters and editors around. 
And that support comes from you amd thousands like 
you who are committed to responsible journalism. In 
2010, some 27,000 people — the largest number in our 
history — donated to Mother Jones, .

So once again, thank you. We can’t wait to see 
what’s next.

FROM STEVE AND MADELEINE…

http://motherjones.com/mojo/2011/01/whats-happening-egypt-explained
http://motherjones.com/authors/andy-kroll
http://motherjones.com/special-reports/2011/03/plutocracy-now
http://motherjones.com/category/primary-tags/reproductive-rights
http://motherjones.com/politics/2011/03/michigan-snyder-mackinac-center
http://motherjones.com/
http://motherjones.com/
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Anita Roddick was a longtime 
Mother Jones supporter and 
board member who was deeply 
committed to fighting for truth, 
justice, and human rights. In 
late 2009, thanks to a generous 
grant from The Roddick 
Foundation, we launched The 
Anita Fund: A Global Justice 
Journalism Project. Shedding a 
light on human rights abuses—
and victories—has been at the 
core of Mother Jones’ coverage 
from the very beginning, but 
this project allowed us to 
expand our international and 
domestic coverage by hiring 
full-time human rights reporter 
Mac McClelland as well as 
dispatching staff and freelance 
reporters around the globe.

Since the project launched, 
Mac has amassed a dedicated 
group of daily readers 
forher blog, The Rights Stuff, 
and nearly 10,000 Twitter 
followers . Her unique voice 
and ability to make the 
unimaginable personal has 
readers, journalists and 
human rights advocates 
singing her praises. Recently, 
the Neiman Storyboard 
(a project of the Neiman 
Journalism Lab at Harvard) 
invited editors from around 

the country to discuss Mac’s 
latest cover story, “Welcome 
to Haiti’s Reconstruction Hell.” 
Many of the editors responded 
positively to Mac’s ability to 
humanize the situation in 
Haiti, with one noting, “The 
power of McClelland’s piece 
lies in the detailed, ground-
level interactions she has 
with people in Haiti. We come 
face to face with the hell of 
reconstruction not through 
abstract policy arguments, but 
through action and dialogue.”

p h o t o g r a p h s  b y  E d  h o m i c h

Bearing Witness: Honoring Dame Anita Roddick 
              With Food, Friendship, and Fierce Reporting

above Gordon Roddick continues 
Anita’s passionate work through 
The Roddick Foundation.
below Adam Hochschild and 
Mac McClelland  were joined by 
editors Monika Bauerlein and 
Clara Jeffery and international 
human rights activist and 
Global Fund for Women senior 
advisor, Kavita Ramdas.

The second annual 
Bearing Witness event is 
scheduled for thursday, 
October 20, 2011, in San 
Francisco.   
 
More details about the 
event and program will be 
available in the coming 
months. In the meantime, 
if you would like more 
information about 
attending or sponsoring a 
table, please contact: 

Laurin	Asdal,		
Development	Director
Lasdal@motherjones.com.

Last October, 200 of Mother Jones’ closest friends, support-
ers and allies filled the Julia Morgan Ballroom in San Fran-
cisco for our inaugural gala, Bearing Witness—an evening 
honoring the life of Dame Anita Roddick and celebrating 
Mother Jones’ human rights reporting. 

Not only did the Mother Jones community make this a 
warm, engaging, and fun affair, but with $200,000 raised 
it was also the highest-grossing event in Mother Jones’ his-
tory. For all who attended (or contributed from afar), a 
huge and humble thank-you for making the first annual 
event a rousing success! 

After a lively cocktail reception and silent auction, guests 
were ushered into the historic ballroom for a fabulous or-
ganic dinner, compliments of Living Room Events (the folks 
behind the pop-up lunch phenomenon, Kitchenette). This 
was followed by a cogent discussion on human rights around 
the world with our esteemed panelists, Adam Hochschild, 
Kavita Ramdas, and Mother Jones’ own Mac McClelland. It 
was truly an inspired evening and one that we trust would 
have made Anita proud.

Mark Your 
Calendars!  

about the  
anita fund

http://motherjones.com/authors/mac-mcclelland
http://motherjones.com/rights-stuff
http://twitter.com/#!/macmcclelland
http://motherjones.com/rights-stuff/2011/03/nieman-foundation-haiti-aftershocks
http://motherjones.com/politics/2011/01/haiti-rape-earthquake-mac-mcclelland
http://motherjones.com/politics/2011/01/haiti-rape-earthquake-mac-mcclelland
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Thanks to support from The Anita Fund, 
we’ve invested significant reporting resources 
in covering the continuing crisis in Haiti. Last 
fall, human rights reporter Mac McClelland 
investigated living conditions of millions of 
Haitians still stuck in displacement camps 
months after the earthquake. It was a difficult, 
unsettling trip for Mac, but she brought back 
eyewitness reports on life in this troubled na-
tion—even live-tweeting the journey of a rape 
survivor who sought justice and found none.

In January, Mac returned to Haiti to chroni-
cle the one-year anniversary of the earthquake, 
this time with Mother Jones photo editor, Mark 
Murrmann. Mac and Mark filed stories on the 
chronic misappropriation of relief funds and 
poorly organized relief efforts, as well as the 
state of conditions in the tent camps. As Mac 

and Mark were about to pack up and return 
home, former Haitian dictator Jean-Claude 
“Baby Doc” Duvalier came back after 25 years 
of self-imposed exile.

They stayed to cover the story, sharing the 
country’s reaction to Duvalier’s return, and 
investigating how it might affect people whose 
paths they’d crossed during their stay in Haiti. 
The fact that Mother Jones was one of the only 
American news organizations with reporters 
on the ground in Haiti for this story (and with 
not one, but two, reporters) is a direct result of 
your support.

As we write this newsletter, Mac McClelland 
is preparing to head to the Congo and Ugan-
da later this spring. Be sure to follow her 
preparations and reporting from the field on 
her blog, The Rights Stuff.

p h o t o g r a p h s  b y  m a r k  m u r r m a n n

clockwise from left to right 
Photo editor Mark Murrmann 
chronicled Baby Doc’s return 
as it unfolded, on foot and on 
the back of a motor scooter. 
Two of the 50 children living 
in a two-room orphanage. The 
dangerous job of scrapping at 
a demolition site.

The Anita Fund: Mac McClelland Returns to Haiti One Year Later

http://motherjones.com/authors/mac-mcclelland
http://motherjones.com/rights-stuff/2010/09/haiti-port-au-prince-earthquake
http://motherjones.com/politics/2011/01/haiti-rape-earthquake-mac-mcclelland
http://motherjones.com/authors/mark-murrmann
http://motherjones.com/authors/mark-murrmann
http://motherjones.com/rights-stuff
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#dearjohn: 
Fighting the gop’s 
War on Women

At Mother Jones, a story’ s success isn’t 
just measured by the number of previously 
buried facts, the eloquence of the writing, 
or even the number of pageviews it garners 
on MotherJones.com. A truly successful story 
spurs real change.

That’s exactly what happened when Nick 
Baumann was tipped off about a galling 
piece of language in an already horrific bill. 
The “No Tax Payer Funding for Abortion 
Act,”  introduced by Congressman Chris 
Smith (R-N.J.) didn’t just seek to further   
limit abortion access, but to redefine rape 
altogether.

Nick’s story spread like wildfire. Talking 
Points Memo, Salon, Newsbusters and Jezebel 
all picked up the story, and The Daily Show 
got in on the act. Numerous blogs also 
united in outrage.Feminist blog Tiger Beat-
down created the wildly successful #dear-
john campaign directed at John Boehner. 

MoveOn and Emily’s List both rallied their 
supporters through online petitions.

Thanks to the public outcry, Smith re-
moved the “forcible” rape language from 
the bill just one week after Nick broke the 
story. We’d like to say the story ended there 
but the saga continues with what appears to 
be an ongoing Republican assault on wom-
en’s reproductive freedom in the US.

MoJo team coverage of the GOP’s sub-
sequent attacks on reproductive rights has 
included articles on the federal defunding 
of women’s health services and multiple 
state proposals that could criminalize mis-
carriages and legalize the killing of abor-
tion providers. Once again, our reporting 
led to changes in legislative language both 
at the federal and state levels. For example, 
just two days after our own Kate Sheppard 
exposed a South Dakota Republican’s 
move to tweak the definition of “justifi-
able homicide,” the language was removed 
from the bill.

Nick followed up his original piece with 
several new posts, including “A Senate 
Showdown Over GOP’s New Abortion 
Agenda?,” “NARAL Chief Worried About 

Abortion Bills in Senate,” and 
the GOP’s war against Planned 
Parenthood and family planning. 
Be sure to follow our coverage 
on MotherJones.com as we con-
tinue to track and cover this im-
portant women’s rights issue.

Nick’s story 
spurred a sketch 
on Comedy 
Central’s  
The Daily Show. 

Click to play. 

Who Reads MotherJones.com? Everyone.
The start of 2011 was a datahead’s dream at MoJo. The wealth of 
quality reporting published online and the increasing recognition 
of Mother Jones as a reliable voice led to record-breaking (and re-
breaking, and re-breaking) traffic on MotherJones.com.

In 2010, we averaged 3 million pageviews a month, which was 
already a huge leap (420 percent to be exact) from where we were 
a year ago. But in 2011? In January we gathered 4.4 million and in 
February…drum roll please…6.6 million pageviews!

Not only does that mean more and more people are reading 
Mother Jones, it also means we are continuing to prove there is a 
dedicated and growing audience for smart, substantive, online news.

http://motherjones.com/politics/2011/01/republican-plan-redefine-rape-abortion
http://www.thedailyshow.com/watch/wed-february-2-2011/rape-victim-abortion-funding
http://www.thedailyshow.com/watch/wed-february-2-2011/rape-victim-abortion-funding
http://www.thedailyshow.com/watch/wed-february-2-2011/rape-victim-abortion-funding
http://tigerbeatdown.com/2011/01/29/dearjohn-for-when-boehner-decides-your-rape-just-wasnt-enough/
http://tigerbeatdown.com/2011/01/29/dearjohn-for-when-boehner-decides-your-rape-just-wasnt-enough/
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2011/02/smith-caves-defining-rape-abortion
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2011/02/smith-caves-defining-rape-abortion
http://motherjones.com/politics/2011/02/south-dakota-hb-1171-legalize-killing-abortion-providers
http://motherjones.com/politics/2011/02/south-dakota-hb-1171-legalize-killing-abortion-providers
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2011/02/senate-showdown-over-gops-new-abortion-agenda
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2011/02/senate-showdown-over-gops-new-abortion-agenda
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2011/02/senate-showdown-over-gops-new-abortion-agenda
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2011/02/naral-chief-worried-about-abortion-bills-senate
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2011/02/naral-chief-worried-about-abortion-bills-senate
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2011/02/house-gop-slashes-planned-parenthood-family-planning-funding-zero
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2011/02/house-gop-slashes-planned-parenthood-family-planning-funding-zero
http://motherjones.com/
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breaking: mojo’s got the story
 Plutocracy Now Union YES!

above: Of course, Colbert 
only buys Mother Jones “for 
the pictures of the mothers.” 
Click to play.  (above)
spotted: Mother Jones 
in the Wisconsin Capital 
Building. In this midst of 
this democracy in action, 
Andy noticed something 
that looked mighty familiar 
while on assignment in 
Wisconsin. One of the 
protesters had posted a 
printout of the charticle with 
the commentary “Fighting 
against unions[.] Are we 
living in the 19th century! No 
we won’t!” Mary Harris Jones 
would be proud.

We were really proud of the March/April 
cover package, “The Vampire Economy,” 
but even when you know something is truth-
ful and cuts through the noise with clearly 
presented facts, you sometimes still wonder 
if anyone beyond your dedicated readers 
will appreciate its value. Well, people did. 
A LOT of people did—and they got pretty 
angry about what they learned.

The article couldn’t have appeared at 
a better time. Scott Walker’s war on Wis-
consin unions was topic de jour on the 
broadcast news networks, but few had 
the facts and contextual backstory. Enter 
Mother Jones. On MotherJones.com we show-
cased Kevin Drum’s article on the history 
of unions during the last half of the 20th 
century along with the charticle “It’s the In-
equality, Stupid,” and are we glad we did.

The charticle went viral. Readers posted 
it on	Facebook and Twitter, as did their 
friends and family. All of the progressive 
news outlets we can count on linked to it, 
but so did heavy hitters like Yahoo News, 
which sent us nearly 2 million readers 
alone. The Colbert Report got in on the ac-
tion as well, with Steven Colbert dedicating 
his popular segment, “The Word,” to the 
charticle and noting that he often reads the 
magazine for “the pictures of the Mothers.” 
Oh Stephen—we love you, too!

Of course, this is Mother Jones. We are 
named after a union organizer, so we didn’t 
stop there. The fight to protect union rights 
in Wisconsin was covered by multiple 
outlets, but it took Andy Kroll less than 24 
hours to break the Koch brothers’ role in 
backing Gov. Walker’s union busting. His 

on-the- ground reportage/twitpics won him 
many followers and much love from our au-
dience—not to mention a lot of new readers.

Alongside Andy, reporter Adam Wein-
stein had no shortage of scoops. Adam was 
first to break the story about gonzo jour-
nalist Ian Murphy who, now infamously, 
posed as billionaire GOP financier David 
Koch on a prank phone call to Governor 
Walker. Throughout the 20-minute record-
ed conversation, Murphy incited  Walker 
to incriminate himself on more than one 
occasion, not to mention strengthen the 
curious connection between the Koch 
brothers and Walker’s anti-union antics.

Adam also outed Jeff Cox, deputy at-
torney general for the state of Indiana who, 
responding to a rumor that police were 
gearing up to remove protestors from the 
Wisconsin Capitol Building, suggested via 
Twitter to “use live ammo.” Nice.

Weinstein traded messages with Cox and 
tracked down other tweets directing him to 
Cox’s personal blog. When it became clear 
that this tweet was part of a larger pattern of 
deeply contemptuous political statements, 
Weinstein published his story about the in-
teraction with Cox and the state of Indiana’s 
response to his query about whether this was 
how state officials were supposed to behave. 
His story went live early on February 23rd. 
Within hours, People for the American Way 
had organized an email campaign calling for 
Cox’s dismissal, and by that afternoon, that’s 
exactly what happened.

It’s a small victory, but a salient ex-
ample of how quickly solid reporting can 
compel real action.

Click to play.

http://motherjones.com/toc/2011/03
http://motherjones.com/politics/2011/02/income-inequality-in-america-chart-graph
http://motherjones.com/politics/2011/02/income-inequality-in-america-chart-graph
https://www.facebook.com/motherjones
http://twitter.com/#!/motherjones
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2011/03/colbert-mother-jones-income-inequality
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keep in touch!

Ready to renew your support?
Do it online: motherjones.com/renew

Want to make a monthly gift?
Become a sustainer: 
motherjones.com/give_monthly

Get weekly updates! 
Sign up for the DC Decoder, 
Econundrums, or Drum Beat at 
motherjones.com/newsletter   

Want to honor a hellraiser?
Make a tribute gift:  
motherjones.com/tribute

Help us spread the word.
Give a gift subscription: 
motherjones.com/gift

Follow us on Twitter.
@MotherJones

Become our fan on Facebook.
facebook.com/motherjones

Check us out on Tumblr.
motherjones.tumblr.com

Drop us a line the  
old-fashioned way: 
Mother Jones magazine 
222 Sutter Street, 6th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94108 
Phone: (415) 321-1700 

The Insider is written by Stephanie Volkoff 
Green, development manager, and 
designed by Carolyn Perot, art director.

new faces
Welcome Allison Stelly!

Raise Hell  
in Your  
Next Life 
By	including	Mother Jones	
in	your	will	or	estate	
plan,	you	can	sustain	
the	good	fight	and	make	
sure	that	progressive	
values	stay	alive	in	the	
national	press.	It	may	not	
bring	immortality,	but	
it’s	a	sure	way	to	extend	
a	life	of	hellraising.
Visit	our	website	at	

motherjones.planyour
legacy.org,	or	contact		
Steve	Katz,	publisher,	at	
skatz@motherjones.
com	or	(415)	3211700	
to	learn	more.
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$5.99
$6.99

  title cat rank cover price

The Mother Jones community is growing by 
leaps and bounds, which means the Devel-
opment department is growing, too. Allison 
Stelly recently joined the MoJo team as the 
development and administrative assistant, 
and we couldn’t be happier to have her.

Allison spent 8 years in the for-profit 
publishing industry as a general editor and 
copyeditor, while simultaneously feeding 
her love for social change through grassroots 
community organizing and activism. Not 
only is she skilled and creative, but her pre-
vious experience is a perfect match for MoJo 
—publishing and political savvy.

If you have any questions about your 
contributions, Allison would love to hear 
from you. Give her a call at (415) 321-1700 
or email her: astelly@motherjones.com.

on the newsstand
The newsstand is our pipeline to readers. In addition to 
netting revenue, it introduces Mother Jones to people 
craving gutsy journalism. Given the haphazard nature 
of newsstand browsing, however, achieving strong 
sales there is quite a coup. That’s why MoJo is thrilled 
to be among the top 10% of bestselling magazines in 
Barnes & Noble’s “Current Events” category. 

Our iconic shelf-mates include several of America’s 
most charismatic voices: People, Time, The Economist, 
Newsweek and The New Yorker. Even in the digital age, 
MoJo has lost none of its talent to provoke and 
mobilize readers on a truly personal level.

https://online.icnfull.com/fnp/?action=SUBSERV&pub_code=DON
http://motherjones.com/about/interact-engage/free-email-newsletter
http://motherjones.com/tribute
http://motherjones.com/give_monthly
https://online.icnfull.com/fnp/?PHPSESSID=13655a2967cfba2117c0ac15ada5acad&reloaded=true&list_source=YND09P&sub_type=GIFT&new_gift=1
http://twitter.com/#!/motherjones
https://www.facebook.com/motherjones
http://motherjones.tumblr.com/

